
Thirty years of  
breaking the cycle  
. . . creating hope

Summer 2006

MISSION
Breaking the cycle for at-risk 
families and children for total  
family recovery.

PROGRAMS
Supportive Housing �  
A national model
�	 Transitional Housing (22 units)
�	 Permanent Housing (30 units)
�	 One-to-one Case Management
�	 Parent Education and Support
�	 Recovery Support Groups
�	 Parenting and Empowerment 

Classes

Kids Connection Children�s 
Enrichment
�	 Kids Cafe' cooking, nutrition,  

and social skills
�	 Reach for the Stars after-school 

academics
�	 Summer Explorers full-

day summer school and 
recreation

Parenting Time
�	 Supervised Visitation  

and Exchange
�	 Parent Coaching  

and Mediation

Jeannie Seeley-Smith, CFRE 
President/CEO

Jeff Martinka 
Vice President of Community 
Affairs and Newsletter Editor

AGAINST THE ODDS: MOM AND 
DAUGHTER EARN SPRING DIPLOMAS

On May 18th, Yolanda B graduated with an  
Associates Degree in Human Services from  
the Minneapolis Community Technical 

College. Two weeks later, her daughter Monique 
earned her high school diploma. Those two simple 
sentences would have been impossible to imagine just 
a few years ago.

Yolanda came to 
Perspectives in 2003 
after a harrowing, 
thirty-year journey of 
addiction, prostitution, 
and injury that has left 
her scarred emotionally 
and physically. Raised 
intermittently by her 
grandmother and mother 
on the west side of 
Chicago, Yolanda had 
her ýrst drink at her 
eighth grade graduation. 

Her promising start in track and ýeld gave way to 
a frightening race to the bottom. Yolanda doesn’t 
remember high school. Her sixteenth birthday cake 
was a sister-prepared cocktail of cough syrup and 
downers. By 17, she had sampled heroin and was 
soon dealing it, through the birth of the ýrst of her two 
babies the following year. With a new addiction to 
cocaine at 23, the demand for quick cash lead to years 
of prostitution.

She sometimes fought against the tide. The ýrst in 
a succession of treatment attempts began at 25 in 
Chicago’s Haymarket. In the next 11 years, Yolanda 
committed to eight or nine different treatment 
programs, and endured repeated relapses. 

Along the way, she had moments of inspiration and 
the support of “angels.” A key example was Mom, 
as Yolanda called the woman who befriended her 
during her worst times in Chicago, offering a safe 
place to recover and recoup. Yolanda spoke of a 

For ten years, the Ann Bancroft awards have  
recognized extraordinary leadership and  
achievement by women and girls. We are 

thrilled to report that the Ann Bancroft Foundation has 
selected Perspectives, Inc. as its winner of the 2006 
Ann Bancroft Award for Organizations. The Awards 
ceremony will be held on Tuesday, September 26th at 
Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis starting at 5:30 pm. 

Perspectives was selected by the Ann Bancroft 
Foundation for its strong history of supporting girls 
and women. Its recent newsletter notes, “Perspectives’ 
dramatic success rate in returning its residents to the 
social and economic mainstream is over 70 percent.” 

The organization, along with two exemplary women 
community leaders and one exemplary teenage girl 
will be lauded at the September event. Over 2,000 
guests are expected at Orchestra Hall that evening.

Ann Bancroft organized and led the ýrst all-woman 
expedition to Antarctica, becoming the ýrst woman 
to reach both Poles across the ice. Ten years ago, Ann 
formed the foundation to support girls and women 
to realize their highest dreams and potential. The 
Foundation recognizes individual achievement and 
promotes initiatives that inspire courage, risk-taking, 
integrity, and individuality in girls and women. 
Proceeds from the Foundation’s event in September 
will be invested in scholarships and mini-grants. 

Ann recently visited Perspectives, attending the 
May Leadership Luncheon at Kids Cafe and touring 
the Family Center. She also toured our supportive 
housing program and met with residents. She is a true 
inspiration to the guests, staff, and participants. 

ANN BANCROFT FOUNDATION TO GIVE 
2006 AWARD TO PERSPECTIVES

(cont’d inside)

A very special gathering will take place at Perspectives� Kids Cafe on Wednesday, August 23rd. As part of our efforts to mark  
our 30th Anniversary, we will be hosting a Founder�s Luncheon starting at noon. The gathering will include many of the 

original and early Board members and staff. The program will feature testimonials from key founders and from graduates 
of Perspectives� programs. For more information, please contact Jeff Martinka at (952) 926-2600, Ext. 29 or via jmartinka@
perspectives-family.org. 

30TH ANNIVERSARY FOUNDER EVENT

Monique and Yolanda

Perspectives Family Center 
3381 Gorham Avenue 

St. Louis Park, MN  55426

(952) 926-2600
 

info@perspectives-family.org
www.perspectives-family.org

Sue Zelickson, Ann Bancroft, Pat Weller,  
Jeannie Seeley-Smith & Vicki Wyard



In 2005, 53% of the support for 
Perspectives programs came from 

private sources. Here is a roster of the 
institutional donors to Perspectives 

during the period March 1 to June 12, 
2006. On behalf of our homeless and  

at risk families, we thank you.

ACF Minneapolis Chefs Chapter

Bon Appetit (St. Olaf College)

Cargill, Inc.

Charlson Foundation

C I D, Inc.

Edina Rotary Foundation

Financial Concepts, Inc.

General Mills

Gray Plant Mooty Foundation

Kopp Family Foundation

KQRS

Krass Monroe, P.A.

McCormick & Schmick�s

Minneapolis Gift Mart

McKnight Foundation

Morrie�s Mazda

Onan Family Foundation

Carl & Eloise Pohlad Family Foundation

Pulte Homes

RUI One Corp

South Metro Vineyard Church

St. Louis Park Community Foundation

St. Louis Park Schools Foundation

Sysco

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

The Woman�s Club of St. Louis Park

Wells Fargo Bank

Wells Fargo Foundation

Zonta International

Second Quarter  
Private Supporters

Perspectives of Hope Gala on October 13th to Mark 30 Years

The annual Perspectives of Hope gala will be held on Friday, October 
13th at the Metropolitan Ballroom in Golden Valley. Help us to celebrate 

Perspectives’ 30th Anniversary with an evening of great fun for a great 
cause. Highlights include D’Amico-caliber dining, the Paul Cherba Jazz 
Quartet, vocalist Jazi Foreman, a live auction featuring the sparkling Karen 
Sorbo and a silent auction with attractions for every taste and any credit 
limit. New in 2006, a highlight of the evening will be a rafþe drawing for a 

new 2006 Mazda Miata roadster, courtesy of Morrie’s Mazda.

This year, we will mark thirty years of breaking cycles and creating hope for Minnesota families. The 
evening will feature a retrospective display detailing the impacts of our efforts as well as some remarks by 
key founders of Perspectives, including the family of the late Jane Onan. 

Perspectives of Hope will begin at 6:00 pm and conclude at about 10:30 p.m.. The Metropolitan Ballroom  
is located at I-394, immediately east of the Xenia/Park Place exit.

For information about the event, visit www.perspectives-family.org. The site includes regular updates on  
the silent and live auction. To buy tickets or to offer auction or sponsorship support, call Jeff Martinka at  
(952) 926-2600, Ext. 29.

Kids Connection Graduation a Pride-Full Event

The spring graduation event for Perspectives’ Kids Connection after school program was held on June 
2nd with almost 170 students, parents, volunteers and staff attending. Sponsored by General Mills, 

the event featured achievement speeches by the graduating 6th graders, hopes and dreams for parents, and 
a volunteer-prepared dinner in Kids Cafe. It was a productive school year for the Kids Connection (KC) 
students. Here are some of the outcomes:

B 73 at risk students were enrolled in the program
B 84 of the students starting the KC program last fall completed the full school year with us 
B 64 percent  of the students improved their math performance by one half grade or more
B 52 percent of the students improved their reading performance by one half grade or more
B 15 of our students successfully completed the ýrst year of the U of Môs Early Risers Program

According to Kids Connection Program Director Mayme Casey, “The school year was marked by strong 
growth in parent and student investment in our program. For example, our Parent Advisory Council was a 
big partner in 2005-2006 and we had record numbers of parents supporting both the big events and the day-
to-day program, like assisting in the classrooms and in our Kids Cafe.” 

The full day Summer Explorers program started on June 19th and will run until August 4th. It is the third 
year of the full day package and the program has its maximum enrollment of 61 students registered. 
Twenty-six of the participants will be attending week-long summer camps as part of the program.

WIN A 2006 MIATA FROM MORRIE’S MAZDA!
Through the generosity of Morrie’s Mazda, Perspectives is pleased to host a raf�e drawing for a new 2006 Mazda MX-5 Miata. Tickets are available 
from Morrie�s and from the Perspectives staff and board members at $10 each. Only 3,000 raf�e tickets will be sold. The raf�e drawing will be held at the 
Perspectives of Hope gala on Friday, October 13th at the Metropolitan Ballroom in Golden Valley. 

The Mazda MX-5 Miata has been praised as a Top Ten car of the year by Car & Driver magazine. Redesigned for 2006 from the road up, this beauty is the 
third and �nest generation of the best-selling two-seater roadster in history. Its standard features include an ultra-rigid body structure to improve handling, 
a new aluminum block engine to provide near-perfect weight distribution and agility, and a 170-horsepower, 2 liter DOHC 
16-valve powerplant engine. With its new �look�, the 2006 Miata offers a new z-fold convertible top with glass rear window 
and a stunning new interior with a host of new amenities, complimented by four cubic feet of additional cabin space. Visit 
Morrie�s Mazda online at www.morries.com.

The raf�e tickets are available by cash or check at Perspectives, from Perspectives staff, Board, and volunteers, and from 
Morrie�s Mazda at 13700 Wayzata Blvd. in Minnetonka. Tickets may be purchased with credit cards at www.perspectives-
family.org. For more information, call Perspectives at (952) 926-2600 or email info@perspectives-family.org. (You don�t have 
to be present at the Perspectives of Hope drawing on October 13th, but it would be nice if you could join us. You must be at 
least 18 years of age to enter the raf�e and employees of Morrie�s and Perspectives are ineligible to buy tickets. Winners of 
the Miata roadster are responsible for applicable state and federal taxes.)




